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A short little song for reflection:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvwrMUnIsGs&feature=player_embedded#!

A day of grey!
	Sometimes I am really struck by how the weather can parallel our mood. Today in Jerusalem was a day with much grey. Sure there was some sun periodically but it was a day dominated by grey clouds. I thought how appropriate on my last day in this wonderful city which The Creator of the Universe chose as the place where he would have the Jewish people build His Temple and where He chose to place His Name. 
	Leaving Jerusalem for me is always a difficult task. I truly love the USA and my home and family, BUT there really is nothing like this city. There is a sense here that is different than anywhere else in the world, not that I have traveled around the world that much. 
	Last evening at the end of Shabbat I walked around the area that I am currently staying. It is called Givat Hananya and borders on one side on Abu Tur, a mixed Arab Jewish neighborhood, The Hinnon Valley (Gehinnom), with North Talpiot to the south and Emek Refiam to the West. The area is an old area and prior to the 67 war was in the hands of Arabs. 
	As I look down the street I can see Dormitian Abbey which is adjacent to the building that houses the Tomb of King David and the room which is purported to be the room of the last supper. This is all adjacent to the Zion gate of the old city and makes for a really lovely view. 
	If I look a bit to the north I can see David’s Citadel tower and the walls of the old city. If I walk to the north more and more of the old city comes into view along with the NEW city which is on the hill across the valley. The King David Hotel sits majestically on the hill in all of its glory like an old dowager and the tower of the YMCA, which by the way is a fine hotel and has more Jewish members than any other one in the world, I am told. 
	When I look to the East across the Hinnom valley I can see the Mount of Olives with the huge cemetery and the Islamic neighborhoods around it and also the areas called Silwan and Ras El-Amud, all of which are Islamic with multiple minarets reaching for their piece of the sky. 
	Across the street is the area that was the old train station and now houses as warehouse for ‘Super Deals grocers along with the area that was used by Glen Beck for one of his programs here in Jerusalem. This area has been ‘supplanted’ by the NEW train station to the Southwest and the old tracks have been made into a walking and biking trail which is quite lovely. It is actually a great shortcut for me to get to Derek Bethlehem and Emek Refiam. 
	Even thou this location isn’t as ‘upscale’ as my little nest in Talbiah which is closer to the City Center, It is still an amazing place that is filled with history. Since this is the route to Hebron (Derek Hevron = the road to Hebron) this is potentially the way that Abraham would have come when he brought Isaac to Mount Moriah at God’s command to be sacrificed. It is also likely the way he would have left with ‘his young men’ to return and go to Beer Sheva. 
	King David approached the City of Jebus coming from Hebron as well and would have possibly walked somewhere along this way as he made his way to the Gihon Springs area where his men entered the city of the Jebusites and took it for His Lord, The Creator. As I have said so often, one cannot step on the land in this place most anywhere, that there has not been some wonderful Biblical event that occurred, or at least it was traversed by those who were chosen by The Holy One as the ‘players’ in this remarkable drama. 
	I retired last evening with sadness but a very keen sense of what a privilege it was to be standing in this tremendous city of such holiness.
	This AM and today has been busy. I have tried to finish organizing my packing for my return to the USA. I made my way to the King David area where the Budget Rent-a-car group has their offices. I checked on line and Eldan which I have used in the past has again raised their rates to something that I consider unacceptable. Budget was able to beat their price by about 25%. I reserved a car and will pick it up first thing Monday morning. 
	I then made my was to Emek Refiam for a pleasant walkthrough and then made my way to Machane Yehuda, the shuk. It is a remarkable place and there is a delightful little ‘organic store’ that has the best packaged fresh dates you could hope for. My dear wife asked for one thing this trip – Israeli Dates. She can now have them. 
I waited for the light rail train and took it to the City Offices and then walked along the old Ottoman walls and into the Jaffa gate. As I came in there were a couple cars there and some very ‘auspicious’ gentlemen, Ethiopians, with long robes and turbans on their heads making their way, I think to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. All the men were in Black except one who was in white with a very large white ‘head ornament’ in place. I decided to take my usual route to the Rova (Jewish Quarter) by going down St. James street and avoiding the rhubarb. As I walked and prayed my way around the area, I could only think of the remarkable episodes I have been privileged to have on this trip.
I finally arrived at Moshe Kempinski’s shop, Shorashim. Moshe asked me how I was doing. I said terrible since I leave tomorrow. He said you know we haven’t seen much of you this trip. I told him I had been busy working with the archeology and Sar El. We then proceeded to schmooze for a while with multiple interruptions as people came and went. I wanted to get a copy of his new book on prophecy from a Jewish perspective. I then left my goodies and went to pray at the Kotel, Wall, for a while and then returned. 
	I looked for a T-shirt for  a friend of mine who had a very special one in mind but could not find it at any of the shops. I then bid a fond farewell to Moshe and took number 38 Bus back to my Digs. 
By this time it was past time for lunch so I wanted to use up some of my ‘larder’ so I took leftovers of rice, mushroom, onions, and green beans(drained) and made fried rice. Actually it wasn’t bad at all, even though it was a bit of an unusual combination.
I then left and went to Ben Yehuda for a last look and to try to find my friends T-shirt – NO LUCK. There were hundreds if not thousands of T-shirts by not like he wanted. Fortunately he sent a picture so I knew just what to look for.
I then stopped at Beit Mafia (The house bakery) and got some official Israeli Hamentashen- called oznim Hayman over here (Hayman’s ears). I figure if the people at the immigration control in the USA say anything I can say I had to have kosher food for the trip and maybe get it in the country. They get picky some times. 
I returned home in the late afternoon and finished gathering goodies so I will be ready first thing for my trip to Tzfadt to say goodbye to dear Rena (and hopefully Yaffa and Moshe – if they get home in time) and drop off my Israel bag filled with things needed for my next trip so I won’t have to carry so much. 
I always live with the hope that I will return to this wonderful place and that The HOLY ONE will allow me the privilege of again coming to his throneroom.
This will be the last posting until after I get home on Tuesday evening and then I will be a very tired puppy and probably just sleep. I have to re-set up my computer at home since I disassembled it before leaving so It will be Wednesday before you will get any more news form this person.
Many blessings from Jerusalem
RDB

"The principles of a free constitution are irrevocably lost when the legislative power is dominated by the executive."		-- Edward Gibbon
						(1737-1794) English historian and Member of Parliament

	Read the Prophets & PRAY WITHOUT CEASING!
That is the only hope of this nation!     Plead for Grace and Mercy

	Please remember these folks in prayer- Check often – they change


	That the world would  W A K E     U P.				
Time for a worldwide repentance!
ALL US soldiers fighting for our freedom around the world
Pray for those in our government to repent of their wicked corrupt ways.
Pray that the American people WAKE UP to the truth concerning our government and take a positive action. 
Pray for MB – breast biopsy – NOW NEEDS SURGERY
Pray for MB – post op abdominal surgery improved
Pray for GAF – cancer with spread – doing well stable
Pray for KA  with Cancer  - on Chemo & improving slowly
Pray for EW – Bad head injury – Has substantially improved
Pray for AS – very bad lung disease final stages per MD
Pray for RS – Cancer of esophagus on chemo
Pray for JA having very difficult time seeking God’s direction.
Pray for L & K both with bad family problems
Pray for CML who is having GI &heart problems – some improvement but still not well 
Pray that The Holy One will lead you in Your preparations for handling the world problems.  – Have YOU made any preparations?


Job  3:17-22  There the wicked cease from troubling; And there the weary are at rest.  (18)  There the prisoners are at ease together; They hear not the voice of the taskmaster.  (19)  The small and the great are there: And the servant is free from his master.  (20)  Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, And life unto the bitter in soul;  (21)  Who long for death, but it cometh not, And dig for it more than for hid treasures;  (22)  Who rejoice exceedingly, And are glad, when they can find the grave?

Netanyahu: UN report proves Iran's nuclear program advancing 'uninterrupted'
IAEA document says Tehran tripled its capacity to enrich uranium to elevated levels; PM: Report indicates Israel's estimates had been accurate.
By Barak Ravid 		Published 20:06 25.02.12			Latest update 20:06 25.02.12
	A United Nations report on Iran's nuclear program proves that Israeli estimates concerning Tehran's progress were accurate, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Saturday, adding that Iran was continuing to advance their efforts "uninterrupted." 
	Netanyahu's comments came following a report by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) leaked Friday, which indicated that Iran has tripled its capacity to enrich uranium to elevated levels. 
	Iran's enrichment of uranium up to 20 per cent has caused concern in the West because it is theoretically much easier to turn such material into bomb-grade material than uranium enriched at below five percent.
	Iran has doubled the number of centrifuges for enriching to 20 percent at its fortified underground site at Fordo, according to a copy of the report by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) obtained by DPA.
	Iran has now made more than 100 kilograms of higher-enriched material, less than half the amount needed for a nuclear warhead, the document said. Iran denies seeking a nuclear weapon. 
	In the first official Israeli response to the report, the Prime Minister's Office released a statement on Saturday, saying that the IAEA document "served as further proof that Israel's estimates are accurate." 
"Iran is continuing its nuclear program uninterrupted. It is enriching uranium to levels higher than 20 percent, in blatant disregard to the demands of the international community," Netanyahu's statement added. 
	However, following the report's release, Tehran's envoy to the UN nuclear watchdog, Ali-Asqar Soltanieh, said on Friday said the document proves Iran's nuclear program is of a peaceful nature. "The latest IAEA report again showed the peaceful nature of the Iranian nuclear program and further reflected the progress Iran achieved in nuclear technology," Soltanieh was quoted as saying by the Fars news agency. http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/netanyahu-un-report-proves-iran-s-nuclear-program-advancing-uninterrupted-1.414771 
To draw Iran into nuclear talks, Obama avoids ousting Assad 
DEBKAfile  Exclusive Report  February 26, 2012, 1:07 PM (GMT+02:00) 
Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal did not hide his anger before marching out of the Friends of Syria conference attended by 70 nations in Tunis Friday, Feb. 24 after they fell in behind US plans for avoiding direct action against Syria’s Bashar Assad. Filmed sitting with US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, the Saudi minister told a reporter that arming the Free Syrian Army was an “excellent idea” because they needed to defend themselves. Clinton remained frostily aloof on this obvious bone of contention.
	As one of the world’s richest oil and financial powers, Saudi Arabia could buy and sell Iran several times over, and after seeing the ayatollahs get away with insulting America time and time again, the Saudi foreign minister did not pull his punches when he faced his US colleague. He was frank about Riyadh and the Obama administration being miles apart in their perceptions of current Middle East events; resentment over the US role in the overthrow of Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak remains a constant irritant.
	This dissonance came to the fore when Saudi al Faisal accused Washington of reducing Assad’s butchery of his opponents to the level of a humanitarian issue and so saving his regime
	Riyadh is no happier with Moscow than it is with Washington.  
	Saudi King Abdullah is reported by Middle East sources to have banged down the telephone on Russian President Dmitry Medvedev Wednesday, Feb. 22, when he called to invite the oil kingdom to align with Russia’s Syrian strategy against the West.
	Tariq Alhomayed, the talented editor of the London-based Asharq Al-Awsat, who is regarded as having a direct line to the king, wrote later: “This was undoubtedly a historic and unusual telephone call.” He reported that Abdullah rejected out of hand Moscow’s proposal of a two-hour ceasefire in Homs, the Syrian city bombarded now for three weeks. He retorted that this would give Bashar Assad’s killing machine a 22-hour day carte blanche.
	Alhomayed did not refer directly to the clash of wills between the Saudi foreign minister and the US secretary of state, except for a snide dig: “He [the Saudi king] is also the one who, during the Arab summit in Riyadh, first described the US army in Iraq as an army of occupation.”
	Israel’s Binyamin Netanyahu’s is of one mind with Saudi rulers in his aversion to big power policies for handling the Assad regime: Washington though horrified by the Syrian ruler's violence is yet shy of taking the final steps for his removal, while Moscow showers arms and intelligence on the Syrian despot to preserve him from his enemies.
	It may be said that the Saudis and Israelis share a distrust of President Barack Obama and Vladimir Putin, suspecting them both of keeping Bashar Assad in power to promote their divergent interests in Iran.
	The Saudi king faults the “safe havens” plan under air force protection – the sum total of foreign intervention taking shape between Washington, Turkey, some European powers and Gulf emirates - because it excludes what he regards as the key component: Bombardment of the presidential palace in Damascus and the crushing of the Syrian army, the same treatment meted out to Muammar Qaddafi in Libya.
	The Saudis therefore sees this plan as actually protecting Assad’s regime and not only his victims.
	Underlying Obama’s restraint is his indefatigable quest for nuclear negotiations with Iran, which is impelling him to show Tehran he is even prepared to keep its ally Assad in power – albeit with clipped wings - for the sake of a negotiated nuclear accord.
	The Saudis think the US president is dreaming if he reckons Iran’s rulers will be so grateful for Assad’s escape that they will be willing to give up their aspirations for a nuclear weapon.
	They also think Obama misguided in aiming for Russian collaboration in making its political, military, technological and nuclear clout in Tehran available at some point for them to arrive together at agreed accommodations in both Syria and Iran.
	Riyadh regards its case as proven beyond doubt by events of the past week.
	Up until Monday, Feb. 20, Washington was bucked up by Iranian signposts apparently pointing to resumed talks with world powers on an eventual nuclear standstill and a freeze on uranium enrichment past five percent. Iranian emissaries in backdoor exchanges were forthcoming on US requests for gestures to confirm that Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was serious about entering into diplomatic dialogue.
	A rude awakening was not long coming.
	Ten days ago, the Obama administration asked and received from Tehran final proof of goodwill, a promise that International Atomic Energy Agency inspectors would be allowed to view the Parchin military facility.
US National Security Adviser Tom Donilon, when he first met Israeli leaders in Jerusalem Thursday and Friday (Feb. 16-17), accordingly informed them that since Tehran had agreed to open this suspect site to UN inspection and nuclear negotiations were soon to begin, Israel had no cause to attack its nuclear facilities.
	Tuesday, Feb. 21, the UN inspectors arrived in Tehran, certain they would be admitted to Parchin – only to run into their second Iranian refusal this month. Their visit was cut short by IAEA Vienna headquarters.
Every attempt by Washington to find out what had gone wrong drew a blank. Iranian officials withdrew into total hush and let the entire diplomatic edifice so painstakingly constructed by Washington start falling apart.
	But Obama the eternal optimist has not given up. He is treating Tehran’s latest spell of intransigence as no more than a hiccup symptomatic of the run-up to parliamentary elections on March 2, after which Khamenei will revert to the track leading to negotiations.
	This approach is what put Saudi backs up. They accuse the US and Russia through their different polices of granting the Syrian ruler a license to keep on massacring his people, regardless of any safe havens or “no kill” zones the West may be planning.
	Netanyahu is likewise opposed to the Obama administration’s interconnected policies on Syria and Iran. His White House meeting with Obama on March 5 is not expected to put this dispute to rest. http://www.debka.com/article/21772/   [Considering the fact that the King of Saudi owns a bunch of the US’s bad debt, it would be wise if the Occupier of the Whitehouse didn’t aggravate the man too much. If he calls in ‘his chits’ he might be able to collapse the government. – rdb]
Iran says it seeks to strengthen Lebanese army
Tehran's strategic policy is to boost Lebanese Armed Forces, Defense Minister Ahmad Vahidi says 
Associated Press 			Published: 	02.26.12, 15:21 / Israel News 
	Iran's defense minister says it is Tehran's strategic policy to strengthen the Lebanese army. 
	The comments by Gen. Ahmad Vahidi to his visiting Lebanese counterpart, Fayez Ghosn, were posted on the Iranian defense ministry's website Sunday.
	Iran is a key supporter of the Lebanese group Hezbollah. Tehran denies arming the Shiite militant movement, but is believed to funnel it weapons and millions of dollars in funding.
	


	Ghosn is a member of Marada, a Christian party allied with Hezbollah. Both groups are close to Syria's embattled President Bashar Assad, who is traditionally a major power-broker in Lebanon but faces an uprising against his rule.
	Tehran may be trying to strengthen its independent ties in Lebanon if Assad falls. http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4194950,00.html 
Failure of Red Cross-Damascus talks brings foreign intervention closer 
DEBKAfile Exclusive Report February 25, 2012, 10:46 PM (GMT+02:00) 
The International Red Cross spokesman in Geneva reported Saturday night, Feb. 25 that talks with the Assad government for evacuating wounded civilians from the bombed Homs district of Baba Amr had “yielded no concrete results.” The evacuations which began Friday were halted after one day. The talks will continue Sunday. debkafile’s military sources report that the regime interrupted the aid operation after deciding it was the opening shot toward implementing the US-European-Arab-Turkish plan for setting up safe havens in badly bombed Syrian regions, thereby removing them from central government control. At the same time, if Assad imagined that keeping the Red Cross out would scuttle the plan, he was mistaken;  the longer the talks with the Red Cross are stalled, the sooner this plan is likely to be imposed unilaterally.
Earlier Feb. 25, debkafile reported:
	Under the protection of the United States, Turkey, Britain, France, Italy, Qatar and the UAE, the first Red Cross convoys reached Homs Friday, Feb. 24. They began evacuating untreated injured victims and bringing medical aid to the city devastated and beleaguered by Bashar Assad’s troops. This ICRC corridor marked the first step toward foreign intervention in the Syrian crisis.  
	debkafile’s military sources report exclusively that it came about after Washington and Ankara warned Assad through confidential channels that if his forces interfered with the emergency medical route for Homs, US and Turkish warplanes would take off from air bases in East Turkey and give the medical convoys air cover, thereby opening the door for a Western-Arab plan for resolving the Syrian crisis (which was first revealed exclusively in DEBKA-Net-Weekly 530 out Friday, Feb. 23.)
	Assad’s response to the warning is unknown.   
	Early Saturday, US President Barack Obama delivered his harshest denunciation yet of the Assad regime.
The International community must continue sending the message to Syria’s president to step down, and “use every tool available to prevent the slaughter of innocents. It is time for a transition and time for that regime to move on.”
MORE – http://www.debka.com/article/21770/ 
Rockets hit south; Air Force bombs Gaza
Palestinians say IDF strikes targets in Strip after three rockets explode in southern Israel Saturday 
Elior Levy 		Latest Update: 	02.26.12, 01:51 / Israel News 	
	The Air Force bombed several targets in the Gaza Strip after three Qassam rockets were fired at Israel Saturday, Palestinian sources told Ynet early Sunday. 
	According to other reports, Hamas security officials decided to evacuate all headquarters in the Strip for fear of further Israeli strikes.
	According to Gaza sources, IDF aircraft bombed an open area west of Rafah, just hundreds of meters away from the Egyptian border, around midnight. Rescue services in the Strip reported no injuries in the strike but said several structures in the area were damaged. 
	A short time later, the Palestinians reported that the Air Force struck a tunnel in Rafah, in the southern Gaza Strip. No injuries were reported in the second attack but the tunnel was damaged. 
The IDF confirmed the strikes and added that the army targeted a weapons factory and a terrorists' smuggling tunnel.
Rocket fire continues  
	Two Qassam rockets exploded in an open area in the Ashkelon Beach Regional Council Saturday evening. No injuries or damages were reported. A short while later, a rocket hit an open area in the Eshkol region council. No injuries or damages were reported in that strike either. 
	On Friday, a rocket exploded in a soccer field in southern Israel. 
	The past week saw increasing rocket fired from Gaza that in turn prompted Israeli strikes on various targets in the Strip. The heads of local authorities in the Gaza region are expected to meet with the IDF's Southern Command chief in the coming days and express their displeasure over the growing rocket fire in the area in recent weeks http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4194650,00.html 
Haifa: 4 suspects arrested for 'assault of soldiers'  
By YAAKOV LAPPIN		25/02/2012   
Suspects approached 2 soldiers near Rambam hospital, asked if they were Jews, and attacked them with clubs and rocks.  
	Two off-duty soldiers were brutally assaulted by a group of Israeli Arabs in Haifa on Friday night, a relative of one of the victim said.
	The two arrived at the Rambam Medical Center late on Friday night after one of them felt ill.
	“They parked their vehicle at the entrance to the hospital. Another vehicle stopped in front of them. One of the occupants was drunk,” an uncle of one of the soldiers was quoted as saying in a Channel 2 report.
	“The men in the vehicle asked the two men if they were Jews. They started assaulting them with clubs, rocks and planks of wood they found in the area,” he added.
	“My nephew was hit on the head before being forced to lie on the floor. One of the attackers etched something on his head with a sharp object.”
	The attack was only stopped when hospital security guards arrived on the scene, and chased away the attackers.
	Four suspects were arrested on Saturday in connection with the incident.
	Police Insp.-Gen. Yochanan Danino was briefed on the incident and will closely monitor the investigation, police said. He ordered local police chiefs to ensure that all of the suspects are arrested and prosecuted.
	=“He sees it as a very serious incident,” police added.
	“The attackers and the soldiers had no prior meeting, and there was no provocation,” the uncle told Channel 2.
	Both men are hospitalized at the Rambam Medical Center. One suffered spinal chord injuries, while the second sustained head injuries in the attack.
	The Rambam Medical Center said its guards wrote down the license plate of the car used by the attackers and passed the details on to police.  http://www.jpost.com/NationalNews/Article.aspx?id=259364 
Funeral triggers clashes; 9 Palestinians hurt
Violence erupts Saturday following funeral of Palestinian man killed by IDF; Prime Minister Fayyad condemns rioter's death, accuses global community of inaction 
Elior Levy 		Latest Update: 	02.25.12, 16:35 / Israel News 
	The funeral of a Palestinian man killed by the IDF triggered further clashes between Palestinians and troops Saturday in his hometown of al-Ram, north of Jerusalem. 
	At least nine Palestinians were wounded in the violence, Arab sources said. Shop owners in the area closed their stores in solidarity with the protests.
	Local sources told Ynet that Palestinians blocked the entrance to the village upon the funeral's conclusion, setting fire to tires and trash cans. They also threw stones at IDF troops. According to the report, the soldiers retaliated with tear gas and other crowd dispersal means. 
	The IDF confirmed the report, adding that the rioters were also throwing Molotov cocktails.
Fayyad: Israel to blame for death
	Earlier, Palestinian Prime Minister Salam Fayyad the killing of the Palestinian man during a riot near the Qalandiya checkpoint on Friday. 
	Fayyad said he holds Israel's government responsible for the death, and accused the global community of inaction.
"The international community's silence over the Jewish state's policies against the Palestinian people contributes to the Israeli disregard of Palestinian lives," he said.
	Palestinian sources said Friday that Tala'th Ramaya, 25, sustained serious gunfire wounds to his torso in a clash between rioters and IDF soldiers. He was rushed to the Ramallah Hospital, where he later died of his wounds. Five other Palestinians were wounded in the riot. 
IDF: Soldiers acted properly
An initial IDF investigation into Ramaya's death revealed that some 20 Palestinians were rioting near the checkpoint and were clashing with security forces.
	


	Ramaya had reportedly fired several flares at the troops from close range. The soldiers, feeling in imminent danger, returned fire, causing him a shoulder injury. 
	The initial IDF inquiry concluded that the soldiers followed proper procedures. The army said it would continue the investigation. http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4194520,00.html  [If you riot, you can expect to get hurt. These people really don’t know anything about a peaceful demonstration, they usually riot and throw rocks and create havoc, kind of reminiscent of the Occupy Wall Street tribe – a very similar mentality. – rdb]
'Peace can't be based on ignoring the truth about J'lem'  
By HERB KEINON AND JPOST.COM STAFF		26/02/2012   
Gov't official slams Abbas's comments at Int'l Conference for the Defense of Jerusalem in Qatar, comparing them to Arafat's denial of Jewish temple in the city; PA president calls on Arabs, Muslims to flock to J'lem.  
	Peace cannot be based on ignoring the truth, an Israeli government official said Sunday, in reaction to Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas's comments about the Arab-Islamic claims to Jerusalem.
	Abbas was speaking at the International Conference for the Defense of Jerusalem in Doha, Qatar. Palestinian Ma'an news agency quoting him as saying, "The Israeli occupation authorities are using the ugliest and most dangerous means to implement plans to erase and remove the Arab-Islamic and the Christian character of  east Jerusalem," making no mention of city's Jewish history.
	The Israeli official pointed out that at the 2000 Camp David negotiations between then prime minister Ehud Barak and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, Arafat denied there ever was a Jewish temple in Jerusalem, saying this was the reason he was not willing to make any compromises on the Holy City. "I hope the current generation of Palestinian leadership will not make the same mistake Arafat made," the official said. "If the Palestinian side continues with a position that denies reality, that totally negates Jewish rights, then there can be no basis for peace and co-existence." 
	Abbas called on Arabs and Muslims to visit Jerusalem in the face of what he called Israel's accelerated efforts to Judaize the city.
	The PA president accused Israel of "surrounding Jerusalem with an Apartheid wall and a band of settlements in order to isolate the city from its surroundings in the West Bank."
	Abbas slammed Israeli authorities for setting up barriers preventing Palestinians from entering Jerusalem without "almost impossible to obtain" permits.
	He implored Arabs and Muslims from other countries to visit Jerusalem if they can. "This move will have political, moral, economic and humanitarian repercussions, showing that Jerusalem belongs to all of us and no one can stop us from accessing it." 
	He added that visiting "occupied Jerusalem" would remind the Israelis that "Jerusalem is the cause of every Arab, Muslim and Christian," and would not constitute normalization with Israel.
	The International Conference for the Defense of Jerusalem was taking place for the first time Sunday. This followed a decision made by delegates to last year’s Arab summit in Libya to hold an annual international conference that would include Arab and foreign countries and civil institutions, to discuss defending Jerusalem “against Israeli violation at all levels.” 
	United Arab List-Ta'al MKs Taleb a-Sanaa and Ahmed Tibi attended the conference, prompting Likud MK Danny Danon to call for their ouster from the Knesset as "enemies of the state."  http://www.jpost.com/DiplomacyAndPolitics/Article.aspx?id=259463 
Germans set to deliver advanced sub to Israel 
By BENJAMIN WEINTHAL, JERUSALEM POST CORRESPONDENT		26/02/2012 
The 68-meter dolphin is the largest German vessel built since WWII 
BERLIN – One of the world’s most advanced German manufactured submarines is slated to be sent to Israel this year. German media reported last week that the 68-meter Dolphin submarine, the largest post-World War II submarine to be built in the Federal Republic, was openly placed in the harbor of the northern city of Kiel.
	The Dolphin submarines are mainly constructed in Kiel, located in the German state of Schleswig-Holstein on the border of Denmark. According to the daily Kieler Nachrichten, the submarine can now be viewed on the harbor compound operated by Howaldtswerke- Deutsche Werft. The highly sophisticated submarine, which is believed to contain secondstrike nuclear weapons capability, is the first of three advanced “Super Dolphin” vessels to be delivered to Israel’s navy. ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems, the giant German engineering firm, owns the ship manufacturer subsidiary in Kiel.
	The Kieler Nachrichten reported that a heavy police presence is guarding the Super Dolphin. Water-based boat patrols, including the police boat Vossbrook, are frequently circling the submarine.
	The new Dolphin is a second- generation advanced underwater vessel. Germany’s government has previously furnished Israel with three earlier models of the Dolphin. A fifth Dolphin is slated to be delivered in 2013.
	In view of the growing jingoism coming from Iran’s supreme leader, who recently declared that the “cancerous tumor” of Israel has to be cut away, the timing of the Super Dolphin’s delivery raises new questions about Israel’s strategy to confront Iran’s threats. German media noted that a spokesman from ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems declined to comment on the Super Dolphin.
	Germany and Israel have agreed to the delivery of a third Super Dolphin. The Federal Republic will subsidize the sale of the third vessel with a maximum of 135 million euros.
	The delivery of the Super Dolphin to Israel is filled with some irony, largely because Iran’s regime as of 2010 maintains a 4.5 percent stock control of ThyssenKrupp. According to ThyssenKrupp’s 2011- 2012 corporate report in connection with Iran sanctions, “the executive board of ThyssenKrupp AG ordered a review of the business activities with Iranian customers in existence before the tighter trade restrictions came into effect to establish whether they comply with the new laws. In September 2010, it was decided that ThyssenKrupp will not enter into any new transactions with Iranian customers.”
	ThyssenKrupp, which was involved in German efforts in World War II and used slave labor to advance Nazi Germany’s military aims, has refused to evict its Iranian government stockholders from its corporate ownership. Anti-Iranian regime critics have slammed the massive steel and engineering giant over the last few years for failing completely to slash its ties with the Islamic Republic. http://www.jpost.com/Defense/Article.aspx?id=259401 
Is Israel losing Temple Mount war?
Ynetnews special: Why is Israeli government covering up Muslim effort to erase any trace of Jewish history on Temple Mount? Archeology expert: Excavations barbaric, a crime 
Amir Shoan 			Published: 	02.25.12, 20:24 / Israel News 
Ira Pasternack couldn't believe his eyes. The tractor's huge blade was lifted high up and then brought down with great force, shattering the ancient floors on Temple Mount. The large clods of earth exposed by the work were cast aside by the mustachioed driver. Yet even an amateur archeologist could spot the priceless remnants of Jewish, Christian and Muslim history being cast away. 
A few hours earlier, on a steaming July day in 2007, Pasternack was sent to Temple Mount in his role as an Israel Antiquities Authority inspector, in order to supervise excavation works at the holy site, which in the past boasted two Jewish Temples. This marked the first such project at the site since the 1967 Six-Day War, as the area's sensitivity could prompt a political and diplomatic flare-up, thereby discouraging any such work. 
According to specific Antiquities Authority instructions, any digging at the site was not allowed to exceed 60 centimeters (roughly two feet) and was not to be undertaken using mechanical equipment. However, reports drafted by Pasternnack and other sources, exposed for the first time by Yedioth Ahronoth Friday, indicate that workers largely ignored the instructions. 
Much of the work was done using a tractor, continued during the night with the help of a flashlight, reached deeper than the permit allowed for. Moreover, the clods of earth removed from the site, which apparently comprised valuable remnants from the two Jewish Temples, were thrown away to an improvised garbage dump by members of the Waqf (the administrative Muslim body in charge of Temple Mount.) 
`Archeology expert Dr. Gabai Barkai, a world-renowned expert on Temple era excavations, was shocked by the reported work: "How could one dig up such sensitive area at night? How could one dig using mechanical equipment? Every such move is a crime. This is first-rate barbarity." 
Why is report secret?
An investigative report by Yedioth Ahronoth revealed the ongoing failure of various Israeli authorities in safeguarding the rare archeological treasures found on Temple Mount. Information elicited by the newspaper showed that the Waqf is consistently erasing any trace of Jewish history at the site. 
Mideastern affairs expert Dr. Mordechai Kedar says these acts are undertaken in the framework of an Arab practice known as "erasing the signs," aimed at eliminating the remnants of any civilization that preceded Islam. 
Members of the State Comptroller's Office launched an investigation into the affair four years ago and drafted a report about it. However, the Knesset's State Control Committee decided to impose a gag order on the report for "security reasons." 
However, Israeli intelligence officials told Yedioth Ahronoth there is no reason to prevent the report's publication. A senior Shin Bet Security Service official said following the Committee's session on the matter: "I'm ashamed. This is akin to cheapening national security to the lowest point possible." 
Former Mossad Chief Meir Dagan has also questioned the gag order. "There is no connection whatsoever between the failure to publish the report and national security. As far as I know, both Mossad and Shin Bet said there is no reason not to publish the report…apparently there are other considerations here, pertaining to political motives." 
Conversations and interviews held with dozens of officials involved in drafting the State Comptroller's secret report indicate that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is among the senior officials interested in shelving the document. Attorney Yisrael Caspi, who represents a group fighting the destruction on Temple Mount, says the PM is unequivocally responsible for the ongoing failure. 
"One cannot underestimate the prime minister's responsibility for the state of affairs on Temple Mount; one can only refer to it as absolute responsibility," he said. "We know with certainty that nothing happens on Temple Mount without the advance knowledge and permission of the Prime Minister's Office and its head. All the criticism, all the negligence, all the failures, the entire cover-up and the helplessness in dealing with the matter - and therefore all the historical responsibility - are his." 
Caspi says Netanyahu does not want to be reminded of the "historical scandal" of handing over the holy site known in Judaism as Solomon's Stables to the Waqf during the PM's first term in office, in the 1990s. "This turned Solomon's Stables, an amazing archeological site…into a place that Jews are not allowed to enter and into the largest mosque in the State of Israel," he says. 
"These days too, three tractors are being used on Temple Mount," Caspi says. "Construction materials are also continuing to be brought into Temple Mount in violation of police pledges…Temple Mount looks today like a construction materials' warehouse…materials being brought in today will be used for illegal works tomorrow." 
In another disturbing case, a ministerial committee approved the use of two giant generators on Temple Mount. "At times you're just stunned by the lack of wisdom in our conduct on Temple Mount," Attorney Caspi says. "You can't believe these things are happening. We are playing into our enemies' hands and shooting ourselves in the foot, because these generators can provide enough electricity for half the city. Why are they needed?" 
"Now, there is a regular supply of electricity to Temple Mount. The State of Israel has no interest whatsoever in allowing the Muslims the possibility to riot and barricade themselves there." 
Waqf denies 'false charges'  
After the opening of the Western Wall Tunnels in 1996 and the subsequent riots at the site, then-PM Netanyahu agreed to unilateral Waqf steps in the area. The Waqf almost immediately embarked on excavation work, and two months after the tunnels were opened the Islamic body inaugurated the largest mosque in Israel at the large space associated with Solomon's stables, thereby banning Jews from entering the site. 
 	Two years later, the Waqf inaugurated another mosque, this time below the al-Aqsa Mosque nearby. As part of the work, the Waqf cleared great amounts of soil from the area, built a new floor and installed new pipes, while drilling into ancient stones. Moreover, Waqf members painted over rare Jewish works at the site. All this work was undertaken without Israeli supervision, and one can only imagine the kinds of cultural, historical and religious treasures lost in the process. 
	In 1999, the Waqf went a step further and dug a hole in the Temple Mount plaza, arguing that it needed to build an emergency exit for the mosque. The work was done by tractors, with some 250 trucks removing about 12,000 tons of soil replete with archeological findings from the site. The soil was dumped at a city garbage dump and also near the Kidron River. 
	Archeologists Gabi Barkai and Zachi Zweig are now sifting through the latter pile as part of a special project, and have already discovered priceless findings attesting to the administrative work undertaken in the first Temple. The archeologists also found decorated utensils from the King Solomon era, as well as coins and clay dating back to the second Temple. Hundreds of artifacts have already been put on show for the benefit of the general public. 
	Dr. Ayelet Mazar, a senior fellow at the Shalem Center's Jewish archeology Institute, witnessed the digging at the Temple Mount plaza in 1999. "For me as an archeologist it was a shock; it was like performing heart surgery with a hoe. The Waqf's objective is to not only turn Temple Mount into a holy compound, but to turn it into a 'built up Aqsa' for Muslims only," she says. "One need not be an archeologist to understand there's destruction here." 
	The Prime Minister's Office issued the following response to the story: "As opposed to the claims, the body that imposed a gag order on the (State Comptroller's) report was not the government, but rather, the sub-committee of the Knesset's Defense and Foreign Affair's Committee…any argument alleging that the report is not being published as result of irrelevant reasons is baseless and disconnected from reality." 
	The Waqf issued the following response: "The Waqf's management was sorry to hear the claims made in the story pertaining to the Waqf's policy on Temple Mount. In the Waqf management's view, all these claims are baseless and constitute false charges. Our official policy is to preserve and respect any human heritage. You are invited to visit the mosque and see for yourself well preserved Roman, Byzantine and Crusader artifacts, among other items." http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4194585,00.html   [Folks this is the material that I have been working on at the Temple Mount Restoration site for the past 6 years as I volunteer to help them. I have personally been on the Temple mount and witnessed the destruction of materials and the use of equipment by the Waqf and their minions and still there is no comment from the government nor attempt to stop the destruction that continues in areas to this day. The excuse is always that there will be an uprising. It is time that the Waqf and the country of Jordan cease their control of the mount and their destruction. This would cause a riot but the only way to stop the insidious spread of Islam and their hegemony is to make a stand and that will by their own necessity be a violent process because they are a violent people. – rdb] 
Canada store owner defeats anti-Israel boycotters 
Boycott on Vancouver store owner who insists on selling Israeli goods backfires following Ynet story. 'People won't stop calling and ordering products,' she says 
Abigail Looshi 		Published: 	02.26.12, 00:02 / Israel News 
	The story of Shani Bar-Oz, a Canada-based Israeli facing venomous protests outside her Vancouver soap products store, elicited a huge wave of support and generated new business, the shop owner old Ynet. 
	"I received a huge embrace and plenty of support," Bar-Oz said, after an article about her plight appeared on Ynet. In the story, the store owner, who insists on selling Israeli products, shared her fears of contenting with anti-Israel protesters targeting her business and shouting anti-Semitic slogans. 
	However, it now appears that the boycott campaign against Bar-Oz has backfired, with new orders pouring in as result of the story. 
	"There were Israelis who came into the store and said they saw the article and want to support and help me; I expressed my heartfelt thanks to them," she said. "People won't stop calling and ordering products on the phone and online, and this is truly touching and making me stronger." 
	"I'm now preparing for the boycotts of 'Apartheid Week,' but at least I understand that there are so many supporters behind me," she said. "I feel that I'm not forgetting where I came from and helping my homeland." 
	Bar-Oz praised Israelis for being there for each other at times of need, as evidenced by her own story. "There's something apparently entrenched in us – at a time of crisis we all enlist for the cause," she said. 
Facebook group set up 
Israel's Minister of Information and Diaspora, Yuli Edelstein, also expressed his support for Bar-Oz. 
	"I read the article and the story is truly shocking. I'm urging her not to give up, and the fact remains that she's not hiding Israeli products," he said. "This is important because these loud protestors wish to scare businesses and prompt them to shut down. As long as she's not doing it, I think she's winning." 
	The minister also vowed to speak with Canadian government officials and share the story with them. 
	"As we know, Canada is a very important and close friend of Israel. This is clearly not a mass phenomenon," the minister said. "Yet these groups, although small, are very dedicated, well-funded and focused on their objective." 
	Gili Brenner read about Bar-Oz's predicament and immediately felt sympathy. Brenner is a London resident and heads the pro-Israel group StandWithUs UK. As a master's student at Cambridge University, she too encountered anti-Israel sentiments. 	 
	


	Brenner proceeded to establish a Facebook group titled "We Are All Shani Bar Oz," in support of the store owner. 
	"Shani is our fighter, she's in the lion's den, and my heart goes out to her," Brenner said. "I think this battle is not about Israel, but rather, about logic and truth." 
	"I launched the group on Facebook because first we must show moral support and also buy the products," she said. "Yet beyond that, we need people in Israel to wake up and think about the steps needed in order to put an end to this madness." http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4194633,00.html   [A great way to support Israel is to buy Israeli made products. If you see the prefix on a UPC code of 729, then the product was made in Israel. I like to buy American BUT if you look carefully much of what we have in the store is made in China, Japan, Taiwan, Korea or Mexico. Shop wisely and let your dollars make your political statement. – rdb]
Israeli Apartheid Week marked in US campuses
Pro-Palestinian campaign, marked in European universities last week, arrives in US. CEO of pro-Israeli organization says there is hostile environment toward Israel in 60-80 out of 4000 American universities 
Yitzhak Benhorin 		Published: 	02.26.12, 14:26 / Israel News 
	WASHINGTON – The Israel Apartheid Week, a pro-Palestinian international campaign which includes films, lectures, demonstrations and calls for a boycott of Israel, commenced in US campuses on Sunday. The anti-Israel event was initiated in Europe eight years ago. This year's event will last six days in the US and then move to Canada. 
	Contrary to alarming headlines in local media, US students are not as troubled by Apartheid Week events as it would seem. A survey among American students reveals that 80% are in fact not interested in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The survey also indicates that 15% students are pro-Israeli compared with only 5% of students who are pro-Palestinian. 
	In fact, many students regard Apartheid Week with its rallies and "checkpoints" as mainly annoying. Out of roughly 4,000 campuses in the US, almost all do not have an anti-Israel atmosphere. Only a few dozen campuses hold a prominent debate on the issue.
	Israel's Foreign Ministry assists some 10 Jewish and non-Jewish organizations in their efforts to promote a pro-Israel discourse in these campuses. One of them is the the David Project, which was founded in Boston in 2002 during the Al-Aqsa Intifada. The organization aims to promote the idea that Israel plays the part of "David," of the David and Goliath story, in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
	In a new report on the state of anti-Israel sentiment in the campuses, the David Project determines there is anti-Israel hostility in 60-80 US campuses, mainly in art programs. These colleges don't necessarily have a hostile environment for Jewish students, but there is a spillover effect of anti-Israeli opinions, especially among student leadership that are dangerous in the long-run. 
	"The main challenge is not to stop de-legitimization, but to prevent it from rising in the first place", said Executive Director David Bernstein. 
	Bernstein says a real problem exists only in 15-20 small colleges, most of which are schools for the arts. Some of these establishments have Middle East programs, often funded by Gulf countries, and led by radical leftist activists. These campuses have an overall anti-American atmosphere which also works against Israel, the report said. 
	The David Project report also found that in many cases the anti-Israel sentiment is not particularly strong, as it is widespread, because students don't hold firm opinions. The report also found that anti-Israel opinions are not directed against Jewish students in particular. "Campuses are not filled with hatred for Jews, and are still very pro-Israel," Bernstein noted. 
	"The confrontations are not good for Israel," he explained. In previous years, pro-Israel organizations faced the anti-Israel activities head-on. These confrontations did not benefit the Israeli case, but only served to create more headlines for the anti-Israel propaganda, Bernstein claims. The David Project adopted a different approach of engaging key groups in campuses to advocate the Israeli stand. 
	For example, the project identified a problem in the University of Pennsylvania, and responded by organizing a "welcome Shabbat reception" (Kabalat Shabbat) with non-Jewish students. In other places, activists invited students for coffee to discuss the issues. Similar activities were initiated in the University of California, Irvine, where Israeli Ambassador Michael Oren was interrupted by students who heckled him raucously during his address. 
	The David Project also offers students with leadership potential to take part in special seminars in Washington and in Israel. http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4194880,00.html   [At least there is some good news in American Universities. – rdb]
Wyoming House advances doomsday bill
By JEREMY PELZER Star-Tribune capital bureau trib.com | Posted: Friday, February 24, 2012 6:00 pm 
	CHEYENNE — State representatives on Friday advanced legislation to launch a study into what Wyoming should do in the event of a complete economic or political collapse in the United States.
	House Bill 85 passed on first reading by a voice vote. It would create a state-run government continuity task force, which would study and prepare Wyoming for potential catastrophes, from disruptions in food and energy supplies to a complete meltdown of the federal government.
	The task force would look at the feasibility of Wyoming issuing its own alternative currency, if needed. And House members approved an amendment Friday by state Rep. Kermit Brown, R-Laramie, to have the task force also examine conditions under which Wyoming would need to implement its own military draft, raise a standing army, and acquire strike aircraft and an aircraft carrier.
	The bill’s sponsor, state Rep. David Miller, R-Riverton, has said he doesn’t anticipate any major crises hitting America anytime soon. But with the national debt exceeding $15 trillion and protest movements growing around the country, Miller said Wyoming — which has a comparatively good economy and sound state finances — needs to make sure it’s protected should any unexpected emergency hit the U.S.
	Several House members spoke in favor of the legislation, saying there was no harm in preparing for the worst.
“I don’t think there’s anyone in this room today what would come up here and say that this country is in good shape, that the world is stable and in good shape — because that is clearly not the case,” state Rep. Lorraine Quarberg, R-Thermopolis, said. “To put your head in the sand and think that nothing bad’s going to happen, and that we have no obligation to the citizens of the state of Wyoming to at least have the discussion, is not healthy.”
	Wyoming’s Department of Homeland Security already has a statewide crisis management plan, but it doesn’t cover what the state should do in the event of an extreme nationwide political or economic collapse. In recent years, lawmakers in at least six states have introduced legislation to create a state currency, all unsuccessfully.
	The task force would include state lawmakers, the director of the Wyoming Department of Homeland Security, the Wyoming attorney general and the Wyoming National Guard’s adjutant general, among others.
	The bill must pass two more House votes before it would head to the Senate for consideration. The original bill appropriated $32,000 for the task force, though the Joint Appropriations Committee slashed that number in half earlier this week.
	University of Wyoming political science professor Jim King said the potential for a complete unraveling of the U.S. government and economy is “astronomically remote” in the foreseeable future.
	But King noted that the federal government set up a Continuity of Government Commission in 2002, of which former U.S. Sen. Al Simpson, R-Wyo., was co-chairman. However, King said he didn’t know of any states that had established a similar board. http://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/wyoming-house-advances-doomsday-bill/article_af6e1b2b-0ca4-553f-85e9-92c0f58c00bd.html#ixzz1nSa31MUj [It is high time that Texas and a few other states put together a very similar bill so that individually we could continue if the Liberal dingbats in DC continue to destroy the union. It would seem that OklaArkLaTexas would be good marriage. First thing is to control the borders and keep the DC’ians out. – rdb]
McCain & Graham [Heart] the Muslim Brotherhood
By Andrew C. McCarthy			February 22, 2012 12:08 P.M. 
Senators John McCain and Lindsey Graham have taken time off from helping install an Islamist government in Libya (mainly the Muslim Brotherhood, with some help from al Qaeda) and calling for the arming of the Syrian “rebels” (mainly the Muslim Brotherhood, with some help from al Qaeda) to heap praise on the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt.
	The post-Mubarak regime for which democracy project enthusiasts like McCain and Graham clamored is poised to try Americans they have taken prisoner. This is a particular blow for the senators because they sit on the board of one of the NGOs at the center of the crisis — the International Republican Institute, a progressive endowment that is a clearinghouse for channeling millions of American taxpayer dollars for “civil society development” across the globe. The IRI has served as a McCain fiefdom since he was given control of it 20 years ago. It is one of the organizations whose members have been accused of violating Mubarak-era Egyptian laws that bar NGOs from receiving foreign funding — laws that the Muslim Brotherhood opposed because they made it harder for the Brothers to rabble-rouse under the guise of “promoting democracy.”
	The Brotherhood, of course, actually seeks an Islamic state ruled by repressive sharia law. From the organization’s founding in the 1920s to this very day, its motto has remained, “Allah is our objective, the Prophet is our leader, the Koran is our law, Jihad is our way, and dying in the way of Allah is our highest hope. Allahu Akbar!” Only a few days ago, its Supreme Guide in Egypt reaffirmed that the Brotherhood’s goal is to establish an Islamic caliphate. Its chief sharia jurist, Sheikh Yusuf Qaradawi, who explains that secular democracy is anathema for an Islamic society, has prescribed a gradual transition to sharia. Just three years ago, the Brotherhood’s leadership explicitly called on Egyptian youth to prepare for jihad — “raising young people on the basis of the principles of jihad so as to create mujahideen who love to die as much as others love to live, and who can perform their duty toward their God, themselves, and their homeland.”
	The Brothers, furthermore, have unmitigated contempt for the West and seek the eradication of Israel. Qaradawi promises that Islam will conquer America and Europe and has issued fatwas approving suicide bombings in Israel and against American troops in Iraq. The terrorist organization, Hamas, is the Brotherhood’s Palestinian branch. The Brotherhood’s agents in America have written that their mission here is a “grand jihad” to eliminate and destroy Western civilization from within by sabotage. 
	But why should any of that preclude warm words from the ummah’s favorite Republicans? As the Wall Street Journal reports:
	Mr. McCain (R., Ariz.) and his delegation of four other senators, three of them Republicans, also hinted at warming relations between conservative American lawmakers and the Muslim Brotherhood, an Egyptian Islamist group whose triumphant performance in parliamentary elections rattled U.S. nerves among U.S. policy makers.
	The warm comments mark a climbdown from previous threats by congressmen from both parties that the prosecution of American NGO staff will endanger the $1.3 billion in aid that Washington has given Egypt’s military each year since 1987….
	Muslim Brotherhood leaders in Egypt’s newly elected Parliament also told the lawmakers that they would redraft a restrictive NGO law that the deposed regime of President Hosni Mubarak used to repress civil-society organizations.
	“After talking with the Muslim Brotherhood, I was struck with their commitment to change the law because they believe it’s unfair,” said Sen. Lindsey Graham (R., S.C.), who was traveling with Mr. McCain. Mr. Graham and other lawmakers praised the Brotherhood, whose Freedom and Justice Party won a plurality of nearly 50% of the seats in Parliament, as a strong potential partner for the future of U.S. relations with Egypt.
	That marks a dramatic change from several months ago, when some Republican politicians reacted warily to the Brotherhood’s rising clout. In April 2011, Mr. Graham said he was suspicious of the Brotherhood’s “agenda,” and that “their motives are very much in question.”
	“I was very apprehensive when I heard the election results,” Mr. Graham said on Monday. “But after visiting and talking with the Muslim Brotherhood I am hopeful that … we can have a relationship with Egypt where the Muslim Brotherhood is a strong political voice.”
	Well, isn’t that just ducky! Not that we should be surprised, given that the senator has echoed the Brotherhood on everything from the purported need to close Gitmo to suggesting that First Amendment free speech should be curbed to avoid offense to Muslims. Never mind that even the Islamophilic New York Times is less delirious than Graham about the prospects that the Brothers will help resolve the NGO impasse. The Gray Lady notes that while the senator “praised the moderation of the Muslim Brotherhood officials the delegation met,” a spokesman for the Brotherhood “warned the United States against trying to interfere in Egypt’s justice process. ‘Would America allow any foreign agenda of country to interfere in its affairs like this?’”
	Well they probably would if they were as dependent on American taxpayer billions as Egypt is. Which reminds us: Why is our country, which is $16 trillion in debt and sinking deeper by the second, giving a dime to Islamist countries that despise us? We can’t afford it. Plus, the more we spend on the region, the more anti-American the region becomes. And why is that? Because, though we may realize that outfits like IRI (and its Democratic counterpart, the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs) are outrageously overfunded sinecures for apparatchiks who are between government gigs, mainstream Muslims perceive them as a Trojan Horse designed by the West to corrupt Islamic values and undermine Islamic civilization.
	Meantime, as he steers the GOP toward Obama’s goal of cozier relations with Egypt’s Islamists, we are again reminded of how lucky we are to have elected to the senate a real statesman like John McCain — as opposed to one of those rightwing whackjobs like J.D. Hayworth, who clearly lack the foreign-policy depth and nuance to appreciate how moderate the Brotherhood truly is.
	Don’t say you weren’t warned. Back in 2008, I argued that McCain’s reputation as a tower of national-security strength is a myth, that “in reality, a McCain presidency would promise an entirely conventional, center-left, multilateralism” — i.e., “the same agonizing over European and Islamic perceptions of America; the same doctrinaire commitment to the alchemy of democracy promotion; and the same fondness for heaping more unaccountable bureaucratic sprawl atop the already counterproductive agencies and multinational institutions that frustrate the United States at every turn” that are staples of Democratic party dogma, and that were on display in the second Bush term.
	We did not get the McCain presidency, but we have gotten the McCain foreign policy where truckling to Islamists is concerned. When it comes to the Muslim Brotherhood, it turns out that mavericks and community organizers are on the same page. http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/291694/mccain-graham-heart-muslim-brotherhood-andrew-c-mccarthy   [This is a very long OP Ed but most important. There has been way too much adulation and trust put in party politics and not enough evaluation of ‘THE MAN’ and their thinking and relationships. This is obviously a terrible indictment on supposedly ‘conservatives’ who are willing to endorse and support the Islamitization of the so called ‘free world’ and the Judeo-Christian world. Time for radical change. – rdb]
ARUTZ SHEVA
New Intifada Gains Upper Hand on IDF Restraint
Violence by Arabs from Haifa to Be’er Sheva has grown into new full-blown Intifada, but so far the IDF is holding fire despite deaths.
By Tzvi Ben Gedalyahu 			First Publish: 2/26/2012, 3:32 PM
	Violence by Arabs from Haifa to Be’er Sheva has grown into new full-blown Intifada, but so far the IDF is holding fire despite deaths. The increasing violence is forcing the IDF to heighten its presence on the highways, and terrorists, already used to de facto control, may escalate their attacks.
	Dozens of daily rock-throwing attacks on highways in Judea and Samaria were recorded the past week, causing massive damage to cars, light injuries and near death. In Haifa, two solders in civilian clothes narrowly escaped with their lives in a brutal attack that police are claiming was not nationalist and was a case of “mistaken identity.”
	However, the assailants asked the two men if they were Jews before they began viciously assaulting them with clubs.
	In the area of Be’er Sheva, the village of Tel Sheva has become a Hamas enclave where Israeli police rarely dare to enter. The government provides armed escorts for Jewish social and health workers who enter the Bedouin-populated area.
	In Judea and Samaria, Palestinian Authority Arabs have terrorized women drivers by staging fake car accidents and then stealing their cars.
	Two more Jewish residents narrowly escaped death Sunday morning when a rock ambush cut off the highway under the eyes of IDF soldiers in a “pillbox” tower on the side of the road.
	The soldiers fired bullets in the air at the rate of only one minute and without any effect, Rivka Nir told Arutz Sheva. She was in a car driven by another woman on their way from Beit Haggai, immediately southwest of Hevron, to Efrat, the largest community in the Gush Etzion bloc along Highway 60.
	Faced with the alternative of being attacked while standing in a lane of other cars whose drivers did not want to take the chance of failing to succeed to pass harmlessly through the maze of boulders, the two women decided to "run the gauntlet."
	Nir said she encouraged the driver to try to escape, and “she pressed the gas pedal and zig-zagged her way to safety, when an IDF jeep finally approached from the other direction.”
	Rock-throwing attacks, intended to cause fatal accidents, are the most violent since the Oslo War, also known as the Second Intifada, which began in September 2000, with over a thousand Israelis killed by terror acts. It never really ended, with sporadic violence that has worsened since the Palestinian Authority has failed to force Israel to accept its diplomatic and political demands. These include surrendering large areas of Jerusalem, all of Judea and Samaria, declaring Jerusalem as a divided capital, sovereignty over the Temple Mount and Old City, and the immigration to Israel of five million foreign Arabs.
	The IDF’s former policy of keeping a low profile in order to avoid provoking Arabs has left a  vacuum that terrorists have exploited, particularly on Highway 60, a main artery which stretches from northern Samaria to Gush Etzion south of Jerusalem, and to Hevron-Kiryat Arba and the southern Hevron Hills. Another hot spot has been the main highway connecting Kfar Saba, on the northern edge of metropolitan Tel Aviv with central Samaria communities.
	The writing was on the wall late last year, when rock-throwing terrorists scored a direct hit on the windshield of Kiryat Arba resident Asher Palmer, who lost control of his car and crashed on to the shoulder, causing his own death and that of his baby boy.
	The police initially concluded that the deaths were due to a routine traffic accident until Arutz Sheva published photographic evidence proving that the car had come under attack by rock-throwing terrorists.
	The IDF apparently has carried out of strategy of minimal interference, allowing virtual anarchy on the roads, which already are dangerous due to wild driving by local villagers. Many of them drive without licenses and with cars that have no permit to be on the roads. http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/153157 
Video: Congressmen and Hoenlein Attacked on Mount of Olives
US Congressmen Engel and Nadler were attacked by Arab rock throwers Friday afternoon on the Mount of Olives. 
By Rachel Hirshfeld 		First Publish: 2/26/2012, 1:20 PM
	United States Democratic Congressmen Elliot Engel and Executive Vice Chairman of the Conference of Presidents Malcolm Hoenlein were attacked by Arab rock throwers on Friday afternoon as they visited the Jewish cemetery on the Mount of Olives.
	A large “baseball-sized” rock was thrown at the group, and just missed hitting Congressman Nadler. Both he and Rep. Engel are from New York. They spoke Saturday night at the International Committee for the Preservation of Har Hazeitim's Emergency Forum on Violence at Mt. of Olives Ancient Jewish Cemetery.
	“He’s fine. No one was hurt. I think they were waiting for their bus, and then a rock was thrown… and then Israeli police officers chased the person away. They didn’t catch them. Then they got on the bus and left,” said Nadler’s spokesman, John Doty.
	Engel issued a statement confirming the report.
	“As we were about to board the bus at the conclusion of our visit, I heard a rock hit a car about 100 feet from us. I saw police jump out of their vehicle to ensure our safety. I don’t know if the rocks were thrown at us or at the police. All I know is that we heard a thud and later someone brought over the rock. We were told that the incidents happen like this all the time, but it is disconcerting to actually be a part of it,” he said.
	“This incident is just more evidence that the vandalism of the graves, and the harassment of those who visit the cemetery need to be stopped,” Engel continued.  
	There have been many cases of vandalism against the Jewish cemetery on the Mount of Olives. After a rock attack in late November, an Arab perpetrator was found guilty on the basis of video evidence that showed him vandalizing the ceremony, and he was sentenced to three months in prison for his crime.
	A meeting was called for Saturday night in Jerusalem, including members of Knesset, Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon and Hoenlein, to address the recent acts of Mount of Olives desecration.
	“Though it is unknown who was behind the rock-throwing or who paid the November vandal caught on tape, Palestinians and their supporters frequently deny the Jewish connection to Jerusalem and other locations in Israel. Examples include rebranding Jewish holy sites as Muslim, denying the Jewish Temple ever existed in Jerusalem, and identifying Jesus as a Palestinian. Erasing the Jewish connection to the Mount of Olives can only serve the political efforts to bolster the Palestinian claim to the Jerusalem, while challenging Israel’s,” stated The Blaze.
	Charley J. Levine, adviser to the Preservation Committee in Israel stated, "This is not a freak occurrence. This sort of vicious vandalism and desecration occurs at Har Hazeitim [Mount of Olives] every single day, some orchestrated and some spontaneous. It is a shame of enormous proportion that this takes place at the oldest and largest Jewish cemetery in the entire world,” he told Arutz Sheva.	http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/153149 
Tibi: Jewish Presence in Jerusalem 'a Crime'
	MK Ahmed Tibi is currently in Qatar, for the “Jerusalem Conference,” which discusses Israel's “crimes” in the city. Speaking to Qatari news agencies, Tibi said that the presence of Jews in the city, the “Judaizing” of Jerusalem, was a crime.
	Israel is an occupying power in East Jerusalem,” Tibi said. “It prevents Palestinians from their freedom of religion.” Representatives of some 70 countries are attending the conference in Doha, the capital of Qatar.
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